
  
 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

A fresh Asian perspective on constraints to growth at Davos World Economic Forum 25 to 

29 January 2012 

  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

HONG KONG, 18 January 2012: Chandran Nair, the founder and CEO of the Global Institute 

For Tomorrow (GIFT) will discuss the shifting perspectives on growth with a focus on resource 

scarcity and the nature of consumption, as economic power shifts from West to East. Chandran 

Nair’s WEF invitation reflects the increasing interest in Asian perspectives on the inter-related 

issues of globalisation, resource constraints and economic growth.  

“Asian governments will need to wake up to the realities of a resource constrained 21
st
 century. 

To rely on the market to correct the inefficiencies in the allocation of resources is at best naïve 

and at worst plain dishonest,” Chandran Nair stressed. 

During the Annual Meeting, which will convene under the theme “The Great Transformation: 

Shaping New Models” for global, national and business decision-making, Chandran Nair will be 

engaged as a panelist and moderator on the key issues of sustainability, resource scarcity and the 

implications for a fast growing Asia. He will stress the geo-political consequences of these issues 

as economic power shifts from the West to the East. He has, in previous global forums such as 

APEC spoken about the lack of an honest debate about constraints or limits to growth, as the 

world’s population hit seven billion in October 2011 and is estimated to hit nine billion by 2050.   

He argues that governments in the Asian region must start reshaping capitalism by making 

resource management, and therefore the pricing of these, the centre of all policy-making. And to 

do this, we must reject the existing Western economic model which promotes relentless 

consumption by under-pricing resources.  

He will speak at the panel session “The Sustainability Context” on 25 January (13:00 - 14.15pm) 

and will be moderating the “Sustainability Champions” session on 28 January (15.30 – 16.30pm) 

and “Sustainability and Resource Models” on 29
 
January (09:00 – 10.15am).  

To arrange an interview with Chandran Nair, please contact Nina Jatana on +852 9437 8791 or 

e-mail at njatana@global-inst.com or at nina.jatana@gmail.com  
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 About Chandran Nair:  

Chandran Nair is the founder and CEO of The Global Institute For Tomorrow (GIFT), an 

independent, pan-Asian think and do tank based in Hong Kong. The organisation engages 

business leaders with the shift in economic power from the West to the East, through the Global 

Young Leaders Programme. Since 2004, Chandran has led GIFT to becoming a leading provider 

of executive education for the private, public and academic sectors. Since 2005, Chandran has 

been an adjunct professor at HKUST. In 2008, he co-founded Advantage Ventures, a boutique 

social investment advisory firm also based in Hong Kong. In December 2010, Chandran 

published Consumptionomics: Asia’s role in reshaping capitalism and saving the planet. 

Globalist Magazine and the Richard Dawkins Foundation listed it in their top books of 2011. It 

has been translated into German and will be available in Chinese in early 2012. He is a fellow of 

the RSA and sits on two Boards: Uniplan in Germany and IJ Partners in Geneva. 

  

 

 

 

 


